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„ A Chriſtian Alarm, to the | 


2 Col. III. 1.2. 
ge kfbre (as the Elect of Gad, holy and 
beloved) Bowels of Mercies, &c. 


INCE nothing is more common, amidſt a jarring 
7 agoded People, than a Clamorous exclaiming 
againſt each other for their Heat and \ Stiffneſs ; it 


an univerſal Inclination to put a ſtop to What is ſo uni- 
verſally condemned; and that what they blame in others, 
they would have been fo aſhamed: of in themſelves, as to 
be willing to come to a more amicable Temper: E- 


- might have been juſtly hop'd, there would have been 6 


Tpecially when there is ſuch Encouragement given from the 
Throne, in thoſe healing and uniting Methods that are ta- 
ken to make us eaſie. Bar ſuch is the reſtleſs ill Nature of 
many warm Heads, that upon every little turn and motion, 
that does not exactly ſuit their Inclination, they are ready 
to be in a Flame: And whatſoever good fortune may per- 
ſuade them to be ſeemingly a little quiet, they know not 
how long to put ſuch a Force upon their Spirits, as always 
to ſhut in an heat that is ever working; or to be content 


to keep their Paſſions unto themſelves, without letting them 


fly abroad like ſo much wild Fire, to ſet all about them in 
the like Firment with themſelves, and to make thoſe Coals 
of Contention which were well nigh extinct, blaze afreſh: 
And all this many Times, for want of a due thinking of 
ſuch Conſiderations, as might overballance all thoſe Reaſons 
twhich they feckon to excuſe and juſtifie themſelves with; 
{ſuch as I ſhall offer in the handling of the Words I have 
read. For the due Improvement of Which, I fhall, 
I. Examine whatiis contain'd in this general Exhortation 
of the Apoſtle. And, | SS „ 
II. Lay before you the ſeveral Arguments and Motives, 
that may be given for the exciting us to a due Obſervation . 
RR AD, , 0: | bag | 
I. What is contain'd, &c. we may perceive by looking 
over the Parts of the Context. In the 8:h ver. the Apoſtle 
ſpeaking of putting off Anger, Wrath, and Malice, &c. as part 
of the Old Man, which a new Convert is to lay aſide; he after 
gives us to underſtand, there is ſomething to be put on by 
Auch in the room thereof, ver. 19, inſomuch that let Men 
be Jews or Grceks, wer. 11th, Heathens or Chriſtians, there 
muſt not be any wrathful Reſentments, any haughty 
and unmerciful inſolence ſhow'd towards them; ſince 
none, 
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none, let them diſtinguiſh themſelves how they will, are of 
themſelves accepted before God for any merit of their own, 
but only in and thro Chrift, who. is all and in all: And 
therefore inſtead of Anger, and Wrath, and Malice, there 
muſt be Bowels of Mercy, that is, the contrary thereunto ; 2 
tender Pity and Compaſſion, and ſympathizing Love, as 
the Words import, which cannot be conſiſtent with 
bearing Malice and ill Will: and ſuch is accompanied 


with Kindneſs, as it follows, without which there cannot be 


ſuch Compaſſion; and an Humbleneſs of Mind, Meckneſs, which 
diſpoſes Men to overlook thoſe Faults, that may cauſe any 


- miſunderſtanding and diſreſpect, and to ſee more of their 


own Infirmities, for the preventing their taking Offence at 
others Reflections; and to be {ure there will be Long-ſuffering, 
a forbearing and forgiving, as 1s further added ; and a putting 
on of Charity, and a labouring for Peaccableneſs, as is ſuggeſted 
in the 14 and 15 ver. which a Chriſtian that hath put on 
Bowels of Mercies cannot but be led unto. 5 

So that what is implied in the Exhortation, is a Compaſ- 
ſionate, and Friendly, and humble Deportment, a wiſhing and 
doing all the good we can; and as the conſequence hereof, an 


avoidanee of a Quarrelſome, Malicious, Revengeful, or Ar- 


rogant Carriage, that deſtroys all Love, Compaſſion and 
Peace: Which that we may be led unto, let us conſider, ac- 


cording to my 


comply therewith. 


— 


And, 


y TOO 9 f E 
II. Head, The ſeveral Arguments and Motives, which 
might be given for the ſame. Am, 

Iſt, How much it is the great 


Duty of Chriſtianity to 


ah, It is what the Relation that is between Men, as 
to their Nature, Profeſſion, &c. may juſtly engage them to. 


3aly, Tis that which is requiſite for the promoting any 
perſonal Eſteem, eaſe and intereſt, and the general comfort 


and welfare of Mankind in this World. And, 


4thly, To prepare Men for the Happineſs of another. 

I. Let us ſee, how much it is the great Duty of Chriſtiani- 
e comply with this Exhortation, as to all the Branches 
thereof. And this may be fully conceiv'd of by conſidering, 

1ſt, The ſeveral divine Commands and Declarations of 
yes Will about it, which the Scripture does abound with. 

nd, | WO SO 
2aly, The Divine Examples which are offer'd to us, for 
our Imitation herein. | : | 

1/7, We ſhall find how much it is the great Duty of our 
Chriſtianity to comply with the Apoſtles Words, in put- 
zing on Bowels of Mercies, as to the ſeveral things imply'd, 
by conſidering the divine 9 and Dec — | 
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God's Will given us in his Word; which being ſo very 
numerous, I hall do but little more than barely Name: 
And yet J think it may not be amiſs to run over moſt of 
them, that we may ſee what a ſhameful thing it is to over- 
look a Duty, which is fo extreamly preſt upon us. 
How many Times,and inwhat moving Strains,are we call'd 
to that ſweet and kind Temper, which is ſhown in Love 


and Charity? Above all Things put on Charity, 14 ver. after 
the Text. And follow after Charity, 1 Cor..4.' 1. and let 


all things be done with Charity, x Cor. 16. 14. Howſo- 
ever, this in the Law of Moſes was forgot, Lev. 19. 18. thou 


ſhalt Love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf ; or whatſoever allowances 
ſome of old had to abridge, 92 confine their Kindneſs to 


2 Party, fo as to Love none but thoſe of their own Nation; 
yetit is now enforc'd anew, and is to be extended under 


the Goſpel. A new Commandment give I unto you, that ve | 


Love one another, ſays our Saviour, Joh. 13. 34. and by this 
Pall all Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have Love one ro 
another. And the like is enjoin'd by his Apoſtles, to make 


thoſe that are too regardleſs hereof more mindful ; tho! 


it might be otherwiſe {aid unto them, as the Theſſalonians 
were told, 1 Theſ. 4. 9. as touching Brotherly Love, ye need not 
that 1 write unto. you, for ye. your ſelves are taught of God to 
Lowe one another: They therefore tell us, tho @ Man ſhould 


57 Jay I love God, and hateth his Brother, he is a Liar, 1 Joh. 4. 


20. And this Commanament have we from him, that be whe lov- 
eth God, Love his Brother alſo, ver. 21. that we conſider one 
another, to provoke unto Love, Heb. 1c. 24. that we Love the 
Brotherhood, 1 Pet. 2. 17. that we owe mo Man any thing, but 
to Love one another: for he that lowethh another, hath fulfilled the 
Law, Rom. 13. 8. and hat we be kindly affection d one towards 
another, with Brotherly Lowe, Rom. 12. 10. and he that dwellet lh 
in Love, dwelleth in God, 1 Joh. 4. 16. every one that loveth, is 
born of Cod, and knoweth Ged, ver, 7. But on the contrary, 
Ve is not of God, who leveth not his Brother, 1 Joh. 3. 10. And 
tho' it hath been ſaid, as our Saviour tells us, Thou ſhalt Love 
thy Neighbour, and hate thine Enemy : Yet the Charge 1s now, 
Love even your Enemies, Mat. 5. 43. ſo far as to be ready to do 
them any acts of Kindneſs, when they are not like to be im- 
power'd thereby, to become farther hurtful ; and to deſire 
ſuch a change here, as may make for their eternal Welfare; 
and not to Curſe th with wiſhes of Hell and Damnation, 


and much leſs ſuch as are Friends and Neighbours. - 
And it is not a faint and complimental ReſpeQ, that is to 
be ſhewn towards each other; but that is the fulfilling the 
Royal Law, relating to our. Duty towards Man, Theu ſhalt 
Love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf ; tho not with the ſame height 
of Laye, yet With ſuch a real reſpeQ as inclines us ay 2 
| N N ö OI 
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form any kind Offices, if we have opportunity, as we would 
for our ſelves: The ſame is repeated Gal. 5. 14. and 
wer. 13. it is expreſly commanded, that by Love we ſhould 
ſerve one another. And we are not to Love in Word, and 


in Tongue, but in Deed and in Truth, 1 Joh. 3. 18. and therefore, 
whoſo hath this Worlds Goode, and ſeeth his Brother have need, 


and ſhutteth up his Bowels of Compaſſion from him, how dwelleth 


the Love of God in him? ver. 17. and much more contrary to 
the divine Will do they act, who, under a fair cover of a 

retended reſpect, do hide all their deceitful and malicious 

eſigns againſt any. The End of the Commanament, is Charity 
out of a pure Heart, 1 Tim. 1. 5. Charity which ſeekerh not 
her own, 1 Cor. 13. 5. with an Excluſion of all concern for 
the promoting anot hers wealth, 1 Cor. 10. 24. And therefore 
when we have purificd our Hearts, in obeying the Truth, there 
will be an unfeigned Love of the Bret hren, and we - muſt ce 
that we Love one another with a pure Heart fervently, x Pet. 1. 
22, and our Love muſt be without Diſſimulation, Rom. 12. 9. 


and above all Things we mult have fervent Charity amongſt our 


felves, 1 Pet. 4. 8. and we are entreated to encreaſe more and 
more, 1 Theſs. 4. 10. and it is made a part of the Apoſtles Pray- 
er, that Chriſtians ſhould abound in Love one to another, and 
towards all Men, 1 Theſ. 3. 12. and of his Thankſgiving, 
where their Charity towards each other aboundeth, 2 Theſ. 1. 
3. and ſo much is he ſet upon it, that for fear Men ſhould 
fall therefrom, he tells us, Heb. 13. II. let Brot herly Love 
continue. 8 e e | 
So alſo, as for that peaceable Amity and Concord, which 
a compaſſionate Reſpe@ for one another will lead unto, how 
frequently urg'd, and that with a very patherick Vehemen- 
cy, and in all the moſt entreating Terms, in order to win 
upon us. I beſeech you Brethren, by the Name of our Lord Jeſus, - 
that ye all ſpeak the ſame Things, that there be na Diviſions a- 
mongſt you : But that ye be perfectly join'd .togethen, in the ſame 
Mind, and in the ſame Judgment, 1 Cor. 1. 10. and Phil. 2. 1. 
2. If there be any Conſolation in Chriſt, if any comfort of Love, if 
any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bowels of Mercies, fulfil ye 
my Joy, that ye be like-minged, having the ſame Love, being of 
one accord, and of one Mind. And 2 Cor. 13. 11. Brethren, be 
of one Mind. And if it be poſſible, as much as in you lieth live 
Peaceably with all Men, Rom. 12. 18. and ſeek Peace and pur- 
ſue tt, 1 Pet. 3. 11. and follow Peace with all Men, Heb. 12. 14. 
and follow Righteouſneſs, Charity, Peace, 2 Tim. 2. 22. and 
follow after Ws Things which may make for Peace, Rom 14. 
19. endeavour to keep the Unity of the Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, 
Eph. 4. 3. and ffudy to be quiet, 1 Thef. 4. 11. and have 
Peace one with another, Mark 9. 1. and be at Peace amongſt your 
ſelves, 1 Thel. 5. 3. The Kingdom of God is Righteouſneſs and 
e A 3 Peace, 
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Peace, Rom. 14. 19. be of the ſame Mind one towards another, 
Rom. 12 16. and rhe God of Patience grant you to be like- 
minaed one towards another, Rom. 15. 5. And 'tis exhorted that 


Prayers and Supplications be made for all Men, and for Kings, &c. 
that we may lcad quiet and peaceable Lives, &c. 1 Tim. 2. 1. 


And as to that Tenderneſs of Spirit in a patient bearing 
with, and forglvi ig one another, amidſt any Infirmities cr 
Offences, how much is it enforc'd upon us? See that ye 
walk worthy of your Vocation, &c. with Meekneſs, Long-ſuffer* 
ing, and forbearing one another in Love, Eph. 4. 1, 2. 4 Ser- 
want of the Lord muſt be gentle towards all Men, patient, 2 Tim. 
2. 24. and w#ought to bear the Infirmities of the Wenk, and not 
to pleaſe our ſelves, Rom. 15. 1. and F any be overtaken with 
a Fault, reſtore ſuch a one in the Spirit of Meekneſs : And bare 
one anothers Burt ens, Gal. 6. 1, 2. and let your Moderation be 
known to all Men, Phil. 4. 5. Be patient towards all Men, 1 Theſ. 


F. 14. and ſee that none render Evil for Evil, ver. 15. And be 


all of one Mind, having compaſſion one of another, Love as Brethren, 
be pitiful, be courteous; not rendring Evil for Evil, or vailing 
for railing , but contrarywiſe Bleſing, 1 Pet. 3. 8, 9. and 155 
them that curſe you, do good to them which hate you, and pray 
for them which deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute you, Mat. F. 
44. Bleſs them which perſecute yon; bleſs, and curſe not, Rom, 


12. 14. Yecompence to no Man Evil for Evil, ver. 17. revenge not 


gour ſelves, but rather give Place unto Wrath, v. 19. be not over- 
come of Evil, but overcome Evil with good, ver. 21. and reſiſt 
wet Evil. But whoſoever ſmite Thee on the right Cheek, turn to 
bim the other alſo, Mat. 5. 39. Yeild unto the Suffering of, 


or parting with ſome little Things for Peace Sake, and a 


greater good that may enſue thereby; or whenſoever we 
vindicate our ſelves in the Puniſhment of another, let 
it not be with ſpight, and a rejoicing at his Sufferings for 


revenge Sake. But we mult be kind ons to another, tender- 


hearted, forgiving one another, Eph. 4. 32. and how often ſo- 
ever our Brother Treſpaſſes againſt us, we muſt forgive him; 
not in few Inſtances only, as until Seven Times ; But, if need 
be, until Seventy Times Seven, as our Saviour tells, Mat. 18. 


22. This is the Charity of the Goſpel that ſuffereth thus long 


and is kind, 1 Cor. 13. 4. that is not eaſily proved, ver. 5. 
that beareth al things, endurcth all things, ver. 7. This the 
week and quiet Spirit, that is in the Sight of God of great Price, 
1 Pet. 3. 4. Theſe the Fruits of: God's Spirit upon Men, Love, 
Peace, Long-Suffering, Gentleneſs, Meckneſs, Gal. 5.422. | 
And how. much is there ſaid to diſſwade from thoſe cen- 


ſorious thoughts and upbraidings which are diſpleaſing unto 


a kind and forbearing Temper ? Spcak not Evil one of another, 


Jam. 4. II. Speak Evil of no Man, be no Brawlers, but gentle, 


forwing all Meckneſs unto all Mon, Tit. 3. 2. Comfort the feeble 


winded, 
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minded, 1 Theſ. 5, 14. Judge not, that ye be not judged, Mat. 
7. 8. Judge nothing before the Time, 1 Cor. 4. 5. Him that is 
Week in the Faith, receive, but not to doubhful Diſputations, Rom. 
14. I. let not him that eateth, deſpiſe him that eateth*not\ ver. 
13. and becauſe' there may be difference in 'our Sentiments 
or Actions, let us us not therefore judge and condemm one ano- 
ther, ver. 13. Charity thinketh no Evil, 2 Cor. 13. F. will 
not give way to any hard Suſpitions of what there is not 
ſome evidence of, but believeth all Things, © hopeth all Things, 
ver. 7. it will make the beſt of things, and not aggravate 
much leſs will it ſeek to find or make Faulrs, where are 
none, and raiſe any falfe reports or promote the ſpreading 
of them, where it knows they are ſo; that rejoicing not in 


Iniquity, but rejoicing in the Truth, 1 Cor. 13. 6. 


And how plain are the Expreſſions of the divine Will, 


againſt an haughty Spirit and Carriage, by which cometh Con- 


tention, which prompts Men highly to reſent any flight a- 
gainſt themſelves, to carp at and play upon others, and ſtiff- 
ly to refuſe any the leaſt Conceſſion ; and fo ſhuts out that 
ſweet and kind Temper which is commanded. God reſiſterh 


the Proud, but giveth Grace to the lowly, Jam. 4. 6. "Tis Lowl:- 
"neſs of Mind, that we are exhorted unto, Eph. 4. 2. at the 


ſame time we are preſt to Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering. And after 
the command, Rom. 12. 6. be of the ſame Mind, tis added, 
mind not high Things, but condeſcend to Men of low Eftate. And 
when we are Call 'd to be kindly affection d one tomards another, 
Rom. 12. 10. the next thing that follows is, that in Honour 
we ſhould prefer one another. The like whereunto we have, 
Phil. 2. 3. Let nothing be done thro' ſtrife or vain Glory, but in 
Lowlineſs of Mind, let each eſteem other better than themſelves. 
And Gal. 5. 26. be nor defirous of Vain-Glory, provoking one an- 
g:her, envying one another. And ſuch therefore is the proper- 
ty of Charity, that it vaunteth not it ſelf, does not behave it 
Ri unſeemly, x Cor. 13. 4. 5 | 5 

And further, what is more condemn'd, than the ill Nature 
that does diſcover it ſelf in inordinate Anger, Strife, Ma- 
lice, Envy, Hatred, and the like ; which is fully oppoſite 
to the kind Diſpoſition and Courteous carriage of a Chri- 
ſtian. The Proud Man is complain'd of, 1 Tim. 6. 4. wha 
doubts about Queſtions and Strifes of Words, whereof cometh Envy, 
Strife, and Railing, And he loveth Tranſgreſſion, that loweth 
Strife, Prov. 17. 9. But we are to walk honeſtly as in the Day, 
&C. not in Strife and Envying, Rom. 13. 13. We myſt not 
bare ſuch a grudging ill-will towerds any, as to re- 
joice as their Falls from their Proſperity; or to be 


grieved ar the continuance and. encreaſe of it; when 


the ſame hath not been, nor is like to be prejudicial ; 


but rather rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with 


them that weep, R m. 12. 15. And fo ſtrict is the Charge 
: A + | againſt 


N 
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I Chriſtian Alarm, to the : 


- agoinft hating ones Brother, that he that does ſo, is pronounc'd 
in God's Sight, a Murtherer, 1 Joh. 3. 15. and every Man is 
commanded. to. be to Wrath, Jam. 1. 19. which tho' 
there may be ſome lawful occaſion for ſome little diſcovery 
of ; yet we muſt not let it run too high, or hold too long, 
For fear of its degenerating into hatred, or what is worſe : 
The advice is therefore, let not the Sun go down upen your wrath. 
—And we have ſeveral Liſts of „ which are 
very contrary. to the Chriſtians Bowels of Compaſſion, put 
together and condemn'd. The Apoſtle tells us, he fears 
Jeaſt be ſhould find Men ſuch as he would not; leaſt there be 
. Debates, Envyings, Wraths, Strifes, Backbitings, Swellings, Tu- 
mults, 2 Cor. 12. 20. and he makes it the Character of the 
unregenerate, that they live in Malice, Envy, Hateful, and 
Hating one another, Tit. 3. 3. And the Remnants of the O/d4 
Man which muſt be pur of, Anger, Wrath, Malice, &c. by 
thoſe who would be the Elect, holy and beloved of God, Who 
are to have Bowels of Mercies. And whereas there are among you 
Envyings, Strifes and Diviſions, are ye not. carnal, and wall as 
Men, 1 Cor. 3. 3. ſuch are reckon'd amongſt the Works of 
#he Fleſh, as Hatred, Variance, Emulationt, Wraths, Strifes, Se- 
ditions, Envyings, Murthers, Gal. 5. 5, 20. and Wars and Fight- 
Ings come Ho Mens Luſt, Jam. 4. 1. Wherefore lay aſide al 
Malice, aud Euil- Speaking, 1 Pet 2. 1. and let all Bitterneſs Euvys 
ings, and Wrath, and Anger, and Clamour, and Evil-Speaking 
ße Be away from you with all Malice, Eph. 4.31. | | 
hus you ſee by ſuch multiplied Commands and Declara- 
tions in God's Word, how much a kind, and peaceable, and 
compaſſionateTemper is inſiſted on: Which that we may ſtill 
find more of our Duty in, let us conſider, 55 
24ly, The Examples we have, in the ſame ſacred Writings, 
recommended to. our Imitation: And in ſhort, theſe are np 
Jeſs than thoſe of God himſelf, our bleſſed Saviour, and his 
greateſt Followers and Miniſters. 
This does enhance our Duty of loving our Enemies, Matt. 
5. 45. that we may be the Childrtn of our Father, who.makes his 
Sun to riſe on the Evil and on the God: Whom ought we do affect 
to be like more than our heavenly Father? Now to ſkow a- 
Reſpett to thoſe, who do oblige us by their Power and 
Kindnefs thereto, we diſcover nothing of a Chriſtian Vixue; 
doing no more than what the Nature and Intereſt of a Nub- 
lican and Heathen will lead him unto. But herein lies our 
Duty, whereby we copy after our Father's Etample, when 
we — Mercy and Kindneſs, even among the Failings and 
Aﬀronts of the helpleſs and worthleſs. For who ſo ready 
zo forgive, and plenteous in Mercy; he that is here ſo gracious 
wp Foes as well as Friends; he that condeſcends to wel! with, 
the hun, contrite, tho” he be infinitely exalted aboye al ; 
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be that is unwilling to caſt off ſuch as will return; he that 
is deſirous to be reconciled, nay, firſt entreats by his Embaſ- 
ſadourt, Mens Reconciliation to him; and all this when there is 


I, 


„ ³ K Bu Sad Eo on oe abate ons 
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nothing to draw or drive him to the leaſtPiry from any Hope 
of benefiting by us, or Fear of ſuffering from us; he that of- 
fers the Remiſſion of our innumerable Debts, which there 
cannot be the thouſandth part of contracted between ont 

Man and another; And is not the Demand then fair and e- 

qual, that is made in the Parable, Mate. 18. 33. 1 forgave thee 
all thy Debt, as great as it was, ſpoulaſt not thou have Compaſſion . 
en thy Fellow-Creature, even as 1 had Pity on-thee * ; And how 
particularly amazing is the Love of God unto us in his Son? 

from which the Apoſtle infers our Duty, 1 John 4. 11. if 


| God ſo loved the World, we ought alſo to love one another: And Ver. 


8. He that therefore loveth not God, knoweth not God, for God is 


Love; when this, that is ſo ſhining an Atribute of his Na- 
ture, is made his very Name; as again, Ver. 16. God is Love, 


And how does our Saviour propoſe his Love and Meekneſs, 
which was unconceiveably endearing and obliging, and makes 
the Foundation of his Command, John 13. 34. Love one ano- 
ther, as I have loved you; as likewile does his Apoſtle, walk in 
Love, as Chrif alſo hath loved us, Eph. 5. 2. and as even Chris 
forgave you, ſo alſo do ye, Col. 3. 13. Learn of me, ſays our Savi- 
our, for I am meek and lowly in Heart, Matt. 1 1. 29. learn of him, 
who, tho' ke did no Sin, neither was Guile found in his Mouth, yet 
when he was rewiled, he reviled not again, when he ſuffered,he threat 
ned not, I Pet. 2. 22. learn of him who could pray for his 
moſt abuſive Enemies, at a Juncture of their greateſt Cruel- 


ty, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And how 


did his Miniſters and Diſciples think it their Duty ro follow 
their meek and merciful Maſter ? His Servant Stephen could 
beg of God in the behalf of his Murtherers, that he would 
not lay their Sin to their Charge, Acts 3. Go. And what Patience 
and Pity did others diſcover, as we find in many Places ? St; 


Paul does confeſs in their Name, 1 Cor. 4. 12. being reviled, we 


bleſs ; being defam d, we entreat. 
And now, what do the furious, and unmerciful, and con- 


tentious think of all this? What do thoſe think, who where 


their Jongues like a Sword, and bend their Bows, to ſhoot out their 
Arrows, even bitter Words ? Can they ſay, that the Declar tions 


of God's Will are fo dark or few, or the Examples ſo mean, 
that they cannot find a plain and neceſſary Duty in what I 


have been ſpeaking of? No Wonder would it be to ſee Pa- 


gans, who are unacquainted with theſe things, entertaining the 
moſt ill-natured Thoughts, and pouring cut the hotteſt and 


hardeſt Words againſt one another. But to behold the height 
and Spight, the Curſes and Quarrels of Chriſtians, who know 
and believe the Scriptures, Good God ! what matter of Ad- 
1 | | | miration! 
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miration ! And much more ſtrange ſtill, to hear of the Heart- 
burnings and unfriendly Feuds of thoſe who do profeſs more 
than a common Veneration for the Scripture-Do&rine: But 
ſtrangeſt of all, to ſee thoſe, that are moſt remarkable for 
their acting contrary to the mild and kind Principles of our 
Religion, to give out to the World, (and that with a great 
deal of Applauſe) that they are the greateſt, or only Patriots 
and Pillars of our Church ; and to run down ſuch as do not 
think and ſpeak juſt as themſelves. When it is well known, 
that our Church embraces that very Word, which lays this 
Duty of Mercy and Forbearance upon us, and has many Parts 
of Prayer in its Liturgy conformable thereunto. But what 
weill theſe, but right or wrong, contrary to the higheſt Com- 


— 


mands and Examples, have Heat and Clamour to be the grand 


Article of their Duty: And laying hold of the Reverſe of 
the divine Laws, will make a Virtue of that which is moſt 
condemned, and a Vice of that which is moſt recommend- 
ed; and with a good Grace ſcruple not to bely their Chri- 
ſtian Profeſſion and their Church, by their audacious mount- 
ing above Goſpel and above Chriſt; making themſelves wiſer 
than his great Apoſtle, in dictating to him that he ought 
to anſwer thoſe who did oppoſe him, ot with Arguments, but 
Anathema's ; who are like our Saviour's Followers, who 


would be for having him, contrary to his Mildneſs, to ca 


down Fire from Heaven, Luk. 9. 54, Bur the anſwer they were 
rebuked with, may be very aptly apply'd to too many of 


theſe, ye know not what Manner of Spirit -ye- avs of, what 


Religion, or what Church they belong unto. Or however, 
theſe are ſuch failings, as inſtead of making them the higheſt, 


do juſtly thruſt them amongſt rhe loweſt Form of Chriſtians ; 


that one ſnhould think they ſhould not value themſelves fo 


much upon the Account thereof. Chriſtianity, if obſerv'd 
according to the Tenour of the Duty mention'd, would 
tend to cool Mens Paſſions, to file off the Roughneſs of 
heir Temper, and to produce a kind Converſation in the 
World : But that we may be more engaged hereunto, let us, 
2. See what Reaſon there is for it, from that Relation 
there is between Men, as to their Nature, Profeſſion, ec. 
Nov tho' the Lines of our Relation may be remage, as 
to our deſcent from the fame Head, and there may be elder 
and younger Branches, fo as that we cannot call one another 
Brethren, according to the common uſe of the Name; yet 
in a Jager Senſe thereof, as we come from one common 
F:rther the firſt Parent of Mankind, we are ſo; and ſhould 
there be then an unbrotherly Enmity and Variance amengſt 
us? Gr ſnould we difreliſh Abrahams Advice to his Nephew 
Le: = Gen. 13. 18. Let there be no Strife between me and thee, for 
we are Brethrew, And when we all partake of the ſake kind 
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ties that are the Reſemblances of the divine Image, and the 


diſtinguiſhing Ornaments of our Nature; how unreaſona- 


ble is ir for any to ſhew ſuch diſdain and iIl-will as many 


times they do; as if they themſelves were of a more ex- 
alted kind than their Neighbours, no leſs than Gods or An- 
gels; or others, whom they treat with ſuch inhumanity and 
unkindneſs, were Brutes or Devils. _ 

But, if ſince we are all related together as Men, we ought 


to carry it with better "Temper ; ſurely, as Chriſtians, we 


have much more reaſon to do ſo; here being another bond 
of Brotherhood, as is hinted, 1 Pet. 2. 17. to unite us toge- 
ther in Love. This is the Motive which is made uſe of 


for the ſame, Eph. 4. 4. becauſe as Chriſtians ' we all 


own, there is one Body, and one Spirit, even as ye are call d in 
one hope of your calling, one Faith, one ac, one God and 
Father of us all, who is above all. hen herein we 
have all one Calling, (how different ſoever our ſecular Vo- 


cations be) why thould we not endeavour to unite under it? 


And tho' we can't agree in every particular of it, why 


ſhould we: be ſo much divided, as if we did agree in no- 


thing? Others can be Friends, when combin'd in a bad 
Cauſe ; Herod and Pilate could agree, when crucifying-our 


Saviour; a Legion of Devils could agree to be together, 


whilſt they are tormenting one Man; and ſhall not we agree, 


when we are ſerving one God? And when we be- 


heve we are all Seryants to one, who 7s above us all; why 
ſhould we take upon us, 1mperiouſly and unmercifully to, 


rail at, and lord it over others, as if we our ſelves were ſome 


abſolute Governours ? And when we believe we are 
all one Body, the Members of one Head, Chriſt Jeſus; how 
can we find in our Hearts to foment and keep up any Brawls 
againſt each other? This is the Argument the Apoſtle uſes, 
Rom. 12. 4, 5. in his exhorting us, not to think more highly of 


our ſelves than we ought to think; and to be kindly affetion'd to- 


wards one another; for as we are many Members in on? body, and all 
Members have not the ſame Office; ſo we being many are one Body 


in Chriſt, and every one Members one of another: Now whatſo- 


ever difference there may be in the Members, as to their 
Uſe and Excellency, yer ſtill ſince they are ſo nearly re- 
lated, as to belong to one Body; how unnatural would it be 


to quarre) and with ill one to another? for the Eyes to 


envy the Hands, or the Hands to abuſe the Feer, for one 
to lay to the other, F have no need of Thee, 1 Cor 12. 
And when we prefefs there is one Spirit, that is the ſole. 
Cauſe of the Uſefulneſs and Succeſsfulneſs of any ones Pow- 
ers or Labours; why ſhould vie make ſuch vaſt and wicked 
Piſtinctions in our ęſteem and carriage towards Men, as, 


almott. 
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almoſt to idolize one, and facrifice another; to bawl and 


brangle with ſuch odious cries, I am for. Paul, and hate 
Apollos; J am for the Second, and hate the Firſt; I am for 


the high Church, and hate the Low; I am for the Low, and 


hate the High: When, let men be what they will, let their 


Charity be more or leſs ; let them Preach: or Pray, long 


or ſhort, within Book or without; Plant or Vater; tis 
Goa alone that giveth the encreaſe, x Cor. 3: ——And ſince 


we have all ove hope, expecting to live together for ever; 
why ſhould we be ſo much at odds here; and the Salvation 
offerd is not a ſingle Prize, ſo as that, tho a great many 


ſhould run, one ſhould only obtain; that there need to be 
any ſcuffling and contending for fear of anothers carrying 
all away; but that they may run, not as uncertainly, the of- 
fer being made to all to accept of Happineſs, and Heaven 


being large enough for all, if they will prepare for it : Or 


| Thould I endeavour to ſtop or trip up my Fellow-Travel- 
ler, if he does not run juſt in my track, or go my pace 


towards it, or thereupon wiſh he may never come thi- 


ther? May we not very juſtly apply the- Counſel Joſeph 


gave his Brethren upon their returning to their Father ? 
that as we are journeying to one home, to our Father's 
Houſe, we ſhould ſee that we fall not out by the Way. 


And is it not reaſonable we ſhould conſider one anothen in 
Love, When we are near of kin, not only in our great Aim 


and Profeſſion, as Chr ſtians; but in our tranſgreſſing a- 


gainſt the ſame, as Sinners. Be not many Maſters, ſays St. 
James, for in manyThings we offend all: Be not ſo high, and harſn, 


and furious againſt another, as if he had all the Faults, and you 


were exempt from all; ſince there are none but have ſome, 


tho* all may not have the ſame : He may be guilty of the 


greateſt in one kind, and you in another; he may be free 
from Infirmities in ſome Reſpects, and you in others. But 
alas! Men do commonly ly gazing, as through a magni- 


fying Glaſs, on others Vices, and their own Virtues; and 
ſo don't ſee how much they are alike to incline them to 
a more favourable carriage. Or let Men be never ſo ex- 


act and upright in their walking, they cannot, in this im- 


perfect State, with their greateſt Confidence, be out of all 
danger of being miſlead ; and therefore ought in prudence 
to labour for Mildneſs and Moderation towards others, not 


knowing how ſoon 2 may have occaſion to deſire the 


like of them; according to the Apoſtle, Gal. 6. 1. F a Man 
be overtaken in à Fault, ye which are ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch a 
one in the Spirit of Meckneſs ; conſidering thy ſelf, leaſt thou alſo 
be tempted. | 155 


And let us, to prevent a quarrelſome and diſdainful Spi- 
rit, behold, how that we are all our ſelves equally worth- 
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leſs. before our God: one of his beſt Servants confeſſing, 
: that his Goodneſs extended not to him, Pſal. 16. 2, and our 
1 Saviour telling us, that when we have done all we are command. 
ed, we muſt ſay that we are unprofitable Servants, Luk. 17. 
10. And the Apoſtle before our Text, as was ſuggeſted 
in its Explication, that neither Greeks nor Jews, &c. are any 
other before God; for that Chriſt is all, and in all; that _ 
good reaſon there is for putting on Bowels of Mercies. 
Or take à View of one anothers preſent. Wants, or 
thoſe which probably may be; and you will find you 
are not ſo very unlike, or can be, ſure long to continue 
ſo, but that you may ſtand in need of each others favours. 
If Providence cauſes: ſome good fortune to attend- on 
you now, you know not how ſoon it may be order'd to 
ſhift about, and change Maſters; ſo that the mean Perſon, 
whom perhaps you carry it fo roughly too, may be preferr'd 
into as good Poſſeſſion as your own ; and your ſelf may 
fink into as low a Place as his. And why ſhould we then 
behave our ſelves, as if there were an unalterable diffe- 
rence in our State? 6505 2 e 
May we not thus ſee, how great a Diſſuaſive the Rela- 
tion. and Likeneſs, that is between us, is againſt an un- 
kind Deportment? Or if this be- inſufficient to work upon 
| us, let us, r ; 8 | 2 
Zah, Conſider, how much we have need to forbear the 
Ft Fame, in order to promote any - perſonal Eſteem, eaſe: and 
intereſt, and the general comfort and welfare of Mankind 
in this World. N AL bs 
Any one may be fenfible, how great an attractive of 
reſpect is a mild and courteous Temper. Where there is 
envy and fury, and the like, how does it naturally tend to 
wean Mens Affections from the Perſons in whom they are 
found : And tho it is our Duty, as we ſee, to maintain 
a good Willto all, ſo as to be ready to befriend them 
when convenient occaſion calls for it; yet it cannot 
be thought, that any are bound to reſpe& them for their 
Infirmities, as theſe at beſt are; but for any. other 
| good that appears in them; and for that Relation they 
li bare to us; and out of regard to the command of 
God,” and thoſe advantages that may enſue thereby : 
Theſe moſt certainly are ſuch Blemiſhes, as render them 
many times an eyeſore to the World, and ſo far leſſens 
their Character in the Account of Scripture Doctrine. 
For tho' the hot and bluſtering Man may be ſome- 
times cry'd up by an unthinking Multitude, as one of a 
| great Mind, and a large Soul; in that he can ſo highly re- 
ſent, and ſo loudly exclaim - againſt any offence ; yet can 
ſuch be ever thought, by thoſe who guide their Gpinions 
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by the Judgment of God, to have any. other than a deen 
and narrow Spirit, void of all that noble generoſity, that 


ſhould incline to put up Quarrels, or to uſe more Can« 


dur and Mercy; and that he hath got at beſt hut a falſe 


honour-rais'd upon a bad Foundation? As we may find 
teſtify'd by the Authority. of the inſpired Writers; who 
may be allow'd, tis to be hop'd, to have the trueſt No- 
tion of what is excellent and honourable: Jam, 3. 13. 
Who is a wiſe Man, let him ſhew out of a goed Converſation. his 
Works with Meekneſs of Wiſdom 5 but if ye have bitter. envying 
and ſtrife in your Hearts, Glory not; this Wiſdom deſcende:h war 
from above, but is earthly,' ſenſual, and dcviliſh, And Proy, 19. 
T1. the Deſcretion of a Man deferreth his Anger, and tis his 
Glory to paſs over'a Tranſgrefſim, And 16. 32. He that is flow 
to anger is better than the Mighty; and he that ruleth his Spirit, 


than he that taketh a City; he gains ſuch a conqueſt as is 


more to be priz d and prais'd: Or, hand | 
Whatſoever eſteem he may miſs of in the World, he is 
more at eaſe in himſelf, than others under their fiirious 
heats amidſt their greateſt Glory. Where Mens Paſſions 


run high, how do theſe fret and gnaw the Spirits; and 


raiſe ſuch a tempeſtuousHurrican within, as overturns all the 
order and compoſure of 2 Man's Mind. e 
And how much is a Man's Intereſt many times impair” 


by his ill temper and unkind Carriage? How many good © 
Friends Joſt; how. many uſeful Counſels thrown away; 


and how many that would be equally as uſeful kept from 


him, which there is no Encouragement. to aſſiſt him with? 


? 


cies, Which is fo beneficial; unleſs there be Boldneſs and 


courage join'd therewith; and ſuch there may be, conſi- 


ſtent with a mild Nature, as contrary to the Furious and 
Malicious: This hath he Meck Man, who hath the general 
promiſe given of inheriting the Earth, Mat. 5. 5 He that will 


therefore lowe Life, and ſce gcod Days, let him according to St. 
Peter, 1 Ep. 3. 10. refrain his Tongue from Evil, &c. let him 


feek Hence, and enſue it. ] | 1 | 

And tis Peaceableneſs and Concord makes for the Bene- 
fit and Comfort of a Place where it comes. This is the 
way for the Hearts of People to be comforted, by being 


Enit together in Love, Col. 2. 2. This they can't but find 


true, Pſal, 133. 1. how good and pleaſant a thing it is for 


Brethren to awell together in Unity. But where envying and 


Hrife is, there is Confuſion and every evil work, Jam. 3. 16. By long 
forbearing, is a Prince perſwaded, but a ſoft Tongue breaketh. the 


Bone, Prov. 25. 15. 4 ſoft anſwer turns away Wrath, but 


grie vous 


[Tis not indeed a ſoft and eaſy Temper: which makes 
Men trampled on, and betrays them to many Inconvenien- 
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grievous Words ſtir up ſtrife, Prov. 51. 1. But where there 

is heat, and no vieldings, no reconoiling Tempers; what 
Convulſions and Frettings ariſe, that put Families, Neigh- 
bourhoods, and Kingdoms into the greateſt Uneaſineſs ? 
Where there are Churliſ» Nabals, that there is no ſpeaking 
unto; Where there are flaming Fire-Brands, that there is no 
coming near, without heat; what little Enjoyment can 
there be? And when Men are at variance with one ano- 


ther, how many deſigns are put by, for giving thoſe pub. 
lick and private helps as might be of uſe, againſt the ap- 
proaches of any . worldly Evils, and, the Inſinuations and 
Encroachments of Vice? That our Saviours Words are 
too often verify d, Luk. 11. 17. A Kingdom divided againſt 
it ſelf, is brought to Deſolation; and the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
with no little. Reaſon, _ Gal. 5. 15. if ye bite and devour one 


another, take heed ge be not devoured one of another. What 


more common, than to make miſchief one for another, 
where there is want of Unity and Friendſhip ; or to ſuffer 
a black Storm to gather and fall, that at firſt appear'd 
no bigger than a Man's Hand, which if they had been fo 
kind, they might have eaſily prevented from each other? 
What frequent Advantages are gain'd by Enemies, thro? 
the Separation of the Hearts and Strength of a People; 


which when | united, would, with the divine Bleſſing, 


have been able to have debarr'd them from the ſame ? 
And what a common inroad is made for Atheiſm and 
Irreligion, by thoſe gaps, that are owing to our Hears 
and Diviſions ; which flacken Mens endeavours after a 
Reformation? But when we are e of a mild 
and peaccable Temper, tis not to encourage a flothful con- 


nivance in Magiſtrates or Miniſters, or any that have a 


charge over others: As that they lay aſide reproof and 
Puniſhment, which are of the higheſt uſe. They ma 
have Compaſſion, and Meekneſs at the ſame time; they mu 


be realouſiy alfetted in a good matter. A Miniſter is to rebuke 
Iparply, Lit. 1. 13. but yet with all Long-Suffering, 2 Tim. 4. 


2. In Meekneſs inſtructing, 2 Tim. 2. 25. without any wrath- 
ful and malicious Words and Wiſhes. Others are to 
correct, but it muſt be in Love, and with an hearty deſire 
of promoting ſome good thereby. When Kindneſs goes 
along with Diſcipline, then it is moſt like to take Effect. 
And 'tis therefore neceſſary, that Mens zeal in ſetting 
forward the ſame, be proportion'd to the Nature of Of- 
fences ; that it may be ſeen, it is not made up of ſpight 
and revenge: For nothing does blaſt the Operation more, 
than a diſcovery of ſuch ill Nature. F | 

But if Men will not be perſuaded to a better Tem- 
per for the Sake of any thing in this World, yet the ne- 
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